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Editorial  

Conflict of Interest Statement to Disclose the Interest of Researchers 

 Vivek Kumar Bains 

Interest may be defined as a commitment, goal or 

value held by an individual or an institution, that is 

pursued in the settings of social interactions. 

Conflict may lies in a situation when two or more 

contrast interests relate to a common goal by a 

person or institute.1 Therefore in specific 

circumstances, individuals may find themselves in 

a conflict without essentially behaving immorally.2  

This, Conflict of Interest (COI) describes a 

condition that may increase the chances of 

researcher to compromise the results and 

conclusions of the research for the personal benefits 

deliberately or unknowingly. In other words, “it 

involve a conflict between public duty and private 

interests, whereby a private interest which could 

improperly influence the public interest, activities 

and decisions.”3 In biomedical research, COI may 

be defined as “circumstances that create a risk that 

professional judgments or actions regarding a 

primary interest will be unduly influenced by a 

secondary interest.”4 

Most common benefit in biomedical research that 

may cause COI is research-funded by companies or 

industries.  Other reasons include financial, 

personal, emotional/ideological, professional or 

otherwise social agendas. Biases due to hidden 

interests and lack of transparency, resulted in 

industrialisation of biomedical research as well as 

health system.   

To manage COI in biomedical research, Romain et 

al.4 gave following strategies: regulation of the 

individual; regulation of the research process and ; 

critical assessment of research product. Dunn et al.5 

proposed a global public registry for researcher 

conflicts of interest with following 5 key features: 

Enforceability, Transparency, Interoperability, 

Taxonomy and Automated disclosures. To 

minimise bias and avoid misinterpretations, 

Institutional Committee For Medical Journal 

Editors (ICMJE) gave mandatory recommendations 

for disclosure of any financial and nonfinacial 

relationships and activities, and publish statement of 

conflict of interest for all the articles published in 

scientific journals, for public entrust on scientific 

published articles.6 

Thus reserachers and authors not only have this 

mandate compulsion by regulatory bodies and 

publishers but also have  resposibiliy to gain and 

maintain trust of public on scientific research 

process by disclosing any conflict of interest 

statement.     
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